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Attorney General Griffin Joins Bipartisan Call on Congress
to Require Surgeon General Warning for Social Media
Platforms

Griffin: ‘As the father of two teenagers myself, my interest in this issue goes beyond policy. It’s
personal. We must protect our kids from the dangers that exist online’

LITTLE ROCK — Attorney General Tim Griffin today issued the following statement after he
and 41 other attorneys general sent a letter urging Congress to pass legislation requiring a U.S.
Surgeon General warning label on all algorithm-driven social media platforms:

“Social media platforms have become part of everyday life for most Americans, but it’s no secret
that their algorithms are inherently addictive and can have devastating impacts on young people.
That’s why I joined a bipartisan coalition of attorneys general in support of the U.S. Surgeon
General’s recent call for Congress to require that a warning be placed on all algorithm-driven
social media platforms.

“The responsibility for protecting children begins and ends with parents, but we can all do more.
As the father of two teenagers myself, my interest in this issue goes beyond policy. It’s personal.
We must protect our kids from the dangers that exist online, including algorithms that entice
them to consume unhealthy amounts of content that degrades their mental health.


mailto:jeff.lemaster@arkansasag.gov

“A Surgeon General’s warning on social media platforms isn’t a cure-all, but it’s a step in the
right direction toward keeping our kids safe in digital spaces.”

Last year Arkansas was among the first states to file lawsuits against TikTok and Meta for
deceiving consumers and pushing their addictive and harmful algorithms to minors. As noted in
today’s letter to Congress, since Arkansas filed its lawsuits in the spring of 2023, a total of 45
states have now filed or joined similar lawsuits.

The letter was co-led by the attorneys general of California, Colorado, Kentucky, Mississippi,
New Jersey, New York, and Tennessee. In addition to Arkansas, joining in signing the letter
were the attorneys general of Alabama, American Samoa, Connecticut, Delaware, the District of
Columbia, Florida, Georgia, Hawaii, Idaho, Illinois, Indiana, Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts,
Michigan, Minnesota, Nevada, New Hampshire, New Mexico, North Carolina, North Dakota,
Oklahoma, Oregon, Pennsylvania, Rhode Island, South Carolina, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont,
the U.S. Virgin Islands, Virginia, Washington, Wisconsin, and Wyoming.

To read the letter, click here.

About Attorney General Tim Griffin

Tim Griffin was sworn in as the 57th Attorney General of Arkansas on January 10, 2023, having
previously served as the state’s 20th Lieutenant Governor from 2015-2023. From 2011-2015,
Griffin served as the 24th representative of Arkansas’s Second Congressional District, where he
served on the House Committee on Ways and Means, House Armed Services Committee, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, House Committee on Ethics and House Committee on the
Judiciary while also serving as a Deputy Whip for the Majority.

Griffin has served as an officer in the U.S. Army Reserve Judge Advocate General’s (JAG)
Corps for more than 28 years and currently holds the rank of colonel. In 2005, Griffin was
mobilized to active duty as an Army prosecutor at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and served with the
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) in Mosul, Iraq.

He is currently serving as the Commander of the 2d Legal Operations Detachment in New
Orleans, Louisiana. His previous assignments include serving as the Commander of the 134th
Legal Operations Detachment at Fort Liberty (née Bragg), North Carolina, and as a Senior
Legislative Advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness at the
Pentagon. Griffin earned a master’s degree in strategic studies as a Distinguished Honor
Graduate from the U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.
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Griffin also served as U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas, and Special Assistant to
the President and Deputy Director of Political Affairs for President George W. Bush; Special
Assistant to Assistant Attorney General Michael Chertoff, Criminal Division, U.S. Department
of Justice; Special Assistant U.S. Attorney, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of Arkansas;
Senior Investigative Counsel, Government Reform and Oversight Committee, U.S. House of
Representatives; and Associate Independent Counsel, Office of Independent Counsel David M.
Barrett, In re: HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros.

Griffin is a graduate of Magnolia High School, Hendrix College in Conway, and Tulane Law
School in New Orleans. He attended graduate school at Oxford University. He is admitted to
practice law in Arkansas (active) and Louisiana (inactive). Griffin lives in Little Rock with his
wife, Elizabeth, a Camden native, and their three children.
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