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Attorney General Griffin Welcomes More Than 1,600 to
Cybersecurity Summit Featuring Federal CISA Director

Griffin: ‘When it comes to cybersecurity, we are only as strong as our weakest link. Success on
this front requires a collective defense built on cooperation and collaboration’

LITTLE ROCK — Attorney General Tim Griffin today issued the following statement at the
opening of his Cybersecurity Summit at the Statehouse Convention Center in cooperation with
the FORGE Institute and featuring the Director of the federal Cybersecurity and Infrastructure
Security Agency (CISA), Jen Easterly:

“You don’t have to look far to understand why cybersecurity matters. Look on the front page of
today’s newspaper about China hacking three American telecom companies. Today, so much of
our life is connected to each other: government, individuals, businesses, for example. I don’t
think anyone can question the need for cybersecurity now.

“There are a lot of people out there who want to do you harm. Some are individuals that aren’t
that smart and will get caught quickly. Some of them are highly sophisticated entities—such as
criminal cartels—that want to do you harm. Some of them are aggressive nation-state actors,
including China, Russia and Iran. If you have a home computer and a printer, and it’s connected
to the Internet, you need to be cyber-secure. If you’re a big company or a small company, you
need to be cyber-secure.


mailto:jeff.lemaster@arkansasag.gov

“When it comes to cybersecurity, we are only as strong as our weakest link. Success on this front
requires a collective defense built on cooperation and collaboration.”

In addition to the opening chat between Griffin and Easterly about the role of CISA and tools
being provided to Arkansas, speakers on the first day of the two-day summit included
Congressman French Hill (AR-02), member of the House Intelligence Committee; Senator Tom
Cotton (AR), member of the Senate Intelligence Committee; and Lee Watson, founder of the
FORGE Institute. Congressman Rick Crawford (AR-01) will be the opening speaker on the
second day of the summit on October 8.

About Attorney General Tim Griffin

Tim Griffin was sworn in as the 57th Attorney General of Arkansas on January 10, 2023, having
previously served as the state’s 20th Lieutenant Governor from 2015-2023. From 2011-2015,
Griffin served as the 24th representative of Arkansas’s Second Congressional District, where he
served on the House Committee on Ways and Means, House Armed Services Committee, House
Committee on Foreign Affairs, House Committee on Ethics and House Committee on the
Judiciary while also serving as a Deputy Whip for the Majority.

Griffin has served as an officer in the U.S. Army Reserve Judge Advocate General’s (JAG)
Corps for more than 28 years and currently holds the rank of colonel. In 2005, Griffin was
mobilized to active duty as an Army prosecutor at Fort Campbell, Kentucky, and served with the
101st Airborne Division (Air Assault) in Mosul, Iraq.

He is currently serving as the Commander of the 2d Legal Operations Detachment in New
Orleans, Louisiana. His previous assignments include serving as the Commander of the 134th
Legal Operations Detachment at Fort Liberty (née Bragg), North Carolina, and as a Senior
Legislative Advisor to the Under Secretary of Defense for Personnel and Readiness at the
Pentagon. Griffin earned a master’s degree in strategic studies as a Distinguished Honor
Graduate from the U.S. Army War College, Carlisle Barracks, Pennsylvania.

Griffin also served as U.S. Attorney for the Eastern District of Arkansas, and Special Assistant to
the President and Deputy Director of Political Affairs for President George W. Bush; Special
Assistant to Assistant Attorney General Michael Chertoff, Criminal Division, U.S. Department
of Justice; Special Assistant U.S. Attorney, U.S. Attorney’s Office, Eastern District of Arkansas;
Senior Investigative Counsel, Government Reform and Oversight Committee, U.S. House of
Representatives; and Associate Independent Counsel, Office of Independent Counsel David M.
Barrett, In re: HUD Secretary Henry Cisneros.



Griffin is a graduate of Magnolia High School, Hendrix College in Conway, and Tulane Law
School in New Orleans. He attended graduate school at Oxford University. He is admitted to
practice law in Arkansas (active) and Louisiana (inactive). Griffin lives in Little Rock with his
wife, Elizabeth, a Camden native, and their three children.

HiHt



